
 
 

Conversations with Survivors- Preserving the Voices of The Holocaust 
Can Healing Occur: Building Bridges with THE OTHER 

 
Tova Friedman - - one of the youngest children to survive Auschwitz - - discovers that her 
daughter Talya has hired a nanny from Germany. Tova is upset that Stephanie, a German nanny 
will be taking care of her Jewish grandchildren. Stephanie has never met a Jew in her 
hometown in Germany, and she has her own impressions and assumptions about Jews.  
This film challenges the participants to confront difficult questions: 
● Can people learn to live together, burdened by preconception and long-held fears.  
● Can they accept each other or do they see one another as “The Other?”  
● Is it possible not to blame children for the sins of their ancestors?  
 
At Raritan Valley Community College, Tova, met Reinhold, a staff member at RVCC, who 
confessed to the assembled group at a program with a panel of Holocaust Survivors, that his 
father was an SS Officer. Reinhold shared that after the Holocaust, when he was a child growing 
up in New Jersey, he had asked his father questions about the war and was beaten. His father 
threatened to disown Reinhold if he pursued this line of questioning. It was a secret never to be 
uncovered. Reinhold publically apologized for his father’s actions and those of the Nazi Party.  
 Stephanie is a student at RVCC who is interested in knowing more about the Jewish religion 
and traditions. As the third generation, Stephanie is farther removed from the History of The 
Holocaust and better understands the impact on the generations. 
 
The filmmaker, Harry Hillard, captures a moving conversation between Tova, Taya, Reinhold, 
and Stephanie as they share their personal stories and raise the questions:  
Is it possible to co-exist with THE OTHER?  Is reconciliation possible or necessary for healing? 
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Can Healing Occur: Building Bridges - Conversations with THE OTHER 
 

  
 
 

EDUCATIONAL USE 
Educational use is any screening outside 
the home that is for educational purposes 
only. 
You may not charge admission or 
fundraising fees. 
 
 
PERSONAL USE 
Personal use is for private, in-home use. 
Any location outside of the home is 
considered public. 
 

 
If you are interested in obtaining a free copy of Can Healing Occur: Building Bridges - 
Conversations with THE OTHER, please complete the form and return by fax or mail. 
 
Where should we send the documentary? PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 
NAME: _____________________________________________________ EMAIL: ________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ________________________ CITY: _________________________ ZIP: _____________ 
 
TELEPHONE: (Business) ___________________________ (Home) _________________________  
 
(Cellphone) __________________________ 
 
PURPOSE (check one): ___ Personal Use ___ Educational Use 
 
Form can be faxed to 908‐526‐2985 or visit our website: 
http://www.raritanval.edu/community/holocaust/index.html 
 
 Mail to: Raritan Valley Community College 

Attn: Ms. Peppy Margolis, Director of Community Program 
P.O. Box 3300, Somerville, NJ         

We are grateful for the support of Raritan Valley Community College; The Institute for Holocaust Studies 
at Raritan Valley Community College; The Jewish Federation of Hunterdon and Somerset County; and 
the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc., who have funded the production of 
this 32‐minute film. This documentary, with an accompanying discussion guide, is for educational use 
only. It is a non‐profit production.  Distribution will be to colleges and high schools. 


